The possible role of membrane complement regulators in vasculitis.
Potentially, damage to endothelial cells of small vessel walls may be induced by the deposition of immune complexes and subsequent complement activation. The degree of deposition of C3b onto the endothelial cell surface under normal conditions is regulated by a number of membrane-bound regulators. Under inflammatory conditions various cytokines could potentially deregulate the expression and function of the membrane-bound complement inhibitors. Such a process could potentially increase the susceptibility of the endothelial cell layer to complement-mediated attack and provoke a vascular lesion.